established the Charles Doolittle Walcott medal and honorarium, to encourage further researches upon the paleontology of the earliest sedimentary rocks. The outcrops of the little metamorphosed preCambrian strata in which fossils might be expected are usually in more or less inaccessible regions where collecting presents difficulties other than those of finding s})ecimens. Besides, the few fossils found have led to the belief that these strata instead of being marine might have originated u}>on the ancient continents. 
